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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AUTHORITY —  
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENTS — POLICIES AND GUIDELINES REVIEW 

Statement by Minister for Environment 
MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [2.07 pm]: In December 2015, I initiated 
a review into the Environmental Protection Authority’s practices for the development of policies and guidelines 
and their application to environmental impact assessment following the decision of the Supreme Court in 
December 2015 that the environmental approval of stage 8 of the Roe Highway extension project was invalid. 
This third-party health check of the EPA was necessary to ensure that the EPA’s environmental assessment 
processes were sound, robust, transparent and easy to understand. The review team led by Peter Quinlan, SC, 
assisted by solicitors Eric Heenan and Sunili Govinnage, found that the EPA’s suite of policies and procedures 
was overly complicated and that the policy framework should be updated. The review also set out how the EPA 
should achieve this. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members for Cockburn, Fremantle and Gosnells, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr A.P. JACOB: There has been significant effort since 2008 to streamline and improve the transparency of the 
environmental assessment process, including the creation of a separate Office of the Environmental Protection 
Authority, which has resulted in greater independence of the EPA. 
Western Australia is fortunate to have one of the most rigorous and well regarded environmental assessment and 
approvals processes in the world. The improvements recommended by the review team will ensure that these 
processes are strengthened and can be more easily understood by the community and by project proponents. 
Ensuring that these processes are transparent and easy to comprehend is essential to support community and 
industry confidence in this state’s environmental assessment processes. This confidence is crucial for 
Western Australia to continue to attract project investment and development on which our economic growth 
depends and to ensure that the community has faith that development is done with robust environmental 
oversight. 
I have asked the chairman of the EPA to give implementation of the review’s recommendations the highest 
priority. He has assured me that the required changes will be implemented by the end of this year. This review 
should provide the community and industry with confidence that this government is committed to maintaining 
the highest standards in environmental impact assessment in Western Australia. I am pleased to table in this 
house the report, “Independent Legal and Governance Review into Policies and Guidelines for Environmental 
Impact Assessments under the Environmental Protection Act 1986.” 

[See paper 4172.] 
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